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Burning man comes to 
Tacoma
  “We are asking the University to…not be 
complacent like we were during WWII when 
our Japanese students were taken from campus 
and our University did nothing,” Amanda Diaz, 
a Puget Sound junior, said about the petition to 
classify Puget Sound as a sanctuary campus.
  “Sanctuary campuses are those that promise 
to not assist federal immigration officials in 
the investigation of the immigration status of 
members of a campus community—students, 
faculty, and staff alike,” President Crawford wrote 
in his campus-wide email responding to the 
petition on November 18.
  Even though there’s no one definition of what 
it means to be a sanctuary campus, anthropology 
professor Monica DeHart said they share a 
common principle. “[These] institutions [are] 
ethically... in opposition to what we see as very 
immoral immigration policies that are being 
imposed.”
  Diaz helped craft the petition alongside a 
group of Puget Sound professors spearheaded by 
DeHart. Diaz then spread it among the student 
body, calling their response “net positive.”
  The petition ended on November 30 with 1187 
signatures: 454 students, 134 faculty, 77 staff, 397 
alumni, and 115 other community members.
  On November 28, DeHart proposed a faculty 
resolution with revised wording but the same 
goals as the petition. The faculty in attendance 
passed it without opposition and forwarded it to 
the Board of Trustees.
  “People were using the language ‘moral 
imperative’ and… seeing this moment for the 
important moment that it is,” history professor 
Nancy Bristow, who also helped create the 
petition at Puget Sound, said.
  “Seeing that our faculty was so committed to 
the principle was incredibly moving… I was 
totally humbled and so grateful for being part of a 
community that has that kind of moral compass,” 
DeHart said. “People unequivocally and very 
publicly said, ‘this matters, we have to take this 
stand.’”
  The nationwide sanctuary campus movement 
comes in response to President-Elect Donald 
Trump’s immigration policies. His “10 Point Plan 
to Put America First” promises to take actions 
against undocumented immigrants within his first 
100 days in office.
  Those actions include deportation and the 
termination of Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA). DACA offers protections to 
undocumented immigrants who entered the 
United States as children, allowing them to attend 
college without fear of deportation.
  President Crawford was one of over 90 university 
presidents nationally to sign a statement 
published in Inside Higher Education calling for 
the continuation and expansion of DACA.
  As for Puget Sound’s classification as a sanctuary 
campus, Crawford expressed a desire to be sure 
that the University made a commitment that is 
not just symbolic, but substantive. He sent the 
campus community a followup email on Dec. 6; it 
included a statement from the University which is 
also published on its website.
  
  The statement detailed four commitments 
to undocumented students. The University 
promised to welcome their applications and 
offer institutional financial aid, to protect all 
students’ privacy, to provide support for those 
concerned with their immigration status and 
to “not voluntarily cooperate with immigration 
enforcement officials... unless compelled to do so 
by law.”
  “We must be able to stand behind our 
commitments, and support them with policies 
and programs that are sustainable,” Crawford 
said. The University’s statement falls in line with 
Crawford’s intention, but avoids calling Puget 
Sound a sanctuary campus.  
  “[Our] commitments are consistent with those 
of many colleges and universities that have 
adopted the “sanctuary campus” label, a term for 
which there is no legal definition at this time,” the 
statement said. 
  “While understanding the symbolic value of 
declaring Puget Sound a sanctuary campus, we 
recognize that adopting such a label carries with 
it the potential for serious ramifications that could 
adversely affect the very populations we seek to 
support.”
  As the statement says, much of the hesitation 
towards adopting the classification of sanctuary 
campus comes from its legal uncertainties. As a 
result, many sanctuary campuses have included 
similar caveats in their stances.
  Portland State University pledged to “not 
facilitate or consent to immigration enforcement 
activities…unless legally compelled to do so.” 
Reed College “will not assist Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement… absent a direct court
order.” However, both institutions have classified 
themselves as sanctuary campuses.
  “Individually any one of us might decide to 
do very different things to protect students 
and campus members, but as a motion those 
things would have to be nuanced within a legal 
parameter,” DeHart explained before Puget 
Sound released its statement. “[We are]…trying 
to preemptively and proactively take a stance, but 
we can’t anticipate all the complexities.”
  “That’s why the sanctuary movement is so 
important to us … we don’t know what’s going 
to happen, [but] it suggests an intentionality,” 
Bristow said.
  Both DeHart and Bristow emphasized that 
there’s a strength in numbers. “It’s part of a 
national movement,” Bristow said. “As more and 
more campuses take this position it will make it 
harder and harder ... to be singled out for that 
kind of repression.”
  After the statement’s release, DeHart, Bristow 
and politics and government professor Robin 
Jacobson, the collaborators on the faculty 
resolution, contacted the Trail. “We worry that 
the statement only reaffirms existing policies, and 
in doing so neglects the need for a more vigorous 
stance on behalf our students,” they wrote. 
  Judging by the response to the petition, at least 
1187 of Puget Sound’s community members want 
Puget Sound to take that stance and become a 
sanctuary campus.
  “Our university says we value diversity and 
inclusion,” Diaz said. “We want to really see that 
be an action instead of a PR strategy.”
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The following incidents occurred on-
campus and were reported to Security Ser-
vices between December 1, 2016 and De-
cember 6, 2016:
 
·         (1) Bicycle Theft: A student report-
ed their bicycle stolen from the racks near 
Wyatt Hall.  The bicycle was secured with 
a cable lock.
·         (1) Theft From Vehicle: A visitor 
to campus reported their vehicle was bro-
ken into while parked in the FH parking lot. 
Personal items left on the front seat were 
taken.
 
Crime Prevention
 ·         Be mindful of personal and university 
property by keeping it secured or with you at 
all times.  This includes office areas and resi-
dential spaces.
·         Do not leave valuables in your vehicle. 
Doing so attracts thieves.
·         Secure your residence and/or room – 
especially at night while sleeping.
·         Do not leave valuables (portable elec-
tronics, jewelry, personal items, etc.)  in your 
campus residence over the semester break. 
·         Good quality “U-Bolt” style locks are 
highly recommended.  Use additional locks 
to secure high end components (wheels, etc.) 
to the bicycle when stored.
·         Always immediately report suspicious 
activity to Security Services (253.879.3311 
or ext. 3311) or Tacoma Police (911).
 
 Security Services
 
·  Security is open and staffed 24/7 to serve 
the university community.
·         Utilize the Security Courtesy Escort 
Service if you find yourself walking alone on 
campus – especially at night.  This service is 
also available to some areas off-campus.
·         Please update the university with your 
cellular telephone number.  We need it to 
send you important Security Alert messages. 
Do this at myPugetSound.
·         Visit our website and check us out on 
Facebook to learn more about our services 
and stay up to date on campus security.
·         Let us know if you have information 
about any of the incidents described above.
WINTER BREAK Parking: Please pre-
pare now if you plan on leaving a vehicle in 
Tacoma during the winter break. Students 
(campus residents have priority)  may leave 
their vehicle in the WSC lot (P1) during the 
break.  If you plan on using this service, you 
must register your vehicle with Security Ser-
vices for winter break parking. Contact Se-
curity with questions.
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On Sept. 19, 2014, President Obama 
joined Vice President Biden to launch the 
“It’s On Us” initiative, a campaign to end 
sexual assault on college campuses.
In November 2016, the University of 
Puget Sound became the first school in 
Washington state to join the campaign as 
a Campus Innovation Partner School, and 
one of 28 schools across the country.
According to the It’s On Us website, as 
an official “It’s On Us” partner school, the 
University of Puget Sound has “committed 
to uphold and implement support for 
survivors of sexual violence, bystander 
intervention, and consent education.”
The Campus Innovation Program aims to 
amplify the exising work of students and 
administrators across the nation, and to help 
institutions implement sustainable change.
According to the University website, “Puget 
Sound will be working directly with the It’s 
On Us staff and its own student leaders as it 
moves forward.”
“An estimated one in five women has been 
sexually assaulted during her college years—
one in five,” President Obama stated. “Of 
those assaults, only 12 percent are reported, 
and of those reported assaults, only a fraction 
of the offenders are punished.” 
President Obama’s ultimate goal is to start 
the conversation about sexual assault on 
college campuses, and the University is now 
contributing to that effort.
The University has been doing its part 
to promote awareness of sexual assault on 
campus through Green Dot—the program 
that, according to the University website, 
is “built on the premise that in order to 
measurably reduce the perpetration of 
power-based personal violence, including 
sexual violence, partner violence, or stalking, 
a cultural shift is necessary.”
In an interview with NPR about “It’s On 
Us”, Associate Dean of Students Marta 
Cady stated, “[w]e need to be able to stop 
this violence against people. And yes it most 
often happens to women, but it happens to 
people who have perceived less power.”
“If we see a friend at a party on campus and 
maybe it looks like they are not in the space 
where they can actually give consent or get 
consent, what we try to teach is to actually 
have people step into that situation,” Cady 
said.
 “I think the conversation around sexual 
assault is already happening on our campus, 
and that we need to push it further and look 
at sexual violence as a whole more deeply,” 
Sexuality Issues, Relationships, and Gender 
Education (SIRGE) coordinator, Alex 
Keysselitz, said.
When asked about how Trump’s presidency 
may affect the works of “It’s On Us,” Cady 
commented, “[i]n terms of the Trump 
Presidency, the “It’s On Us” organization 
has assured the partner schools that it 
will remain a vital part of the government 
outreach.”
As part of the campaign, Puget Sound 
students came together to create a video for 
“It’s On Us” that concluded filming on Dec. 
5.
On Dec. 5, Cady stated, “[s]o far, we have 
had over 30 students be a part of the video 
with the last day of filming happening today 
and I know we have a good 15 more today.”
The video will debut at President 
Crawford’s Inauguration student event that 
is being held on Friday, March 24 between 
11 a.m. and 1 p.m. in Marshall Hall. 
“President Crawford supported our 
“It’s On Us” partnership monetarily from 
his discretionary funds so we thought it 
would be great to include the video as well 
as a pledge drive for “It’s On Us” at that 
celebratory event which leads into the actual 
Inauguration,” Cady said.
Students who wish to get involved in sexual 
assault prevention on campus can contact 
the Green Dot Anti-Violence Program, 
Peer Allies, or SIRGE.
By Nayra Halajian
Faculty assists Tacoma to address homelessness through 
SPARC By Val Bauer
University in first 28 schools to join “It’s On Us” campaign
Tacoma and Pierce County are now part of a nationwide ten-city project called 
Supporting Partnerships for Anti-Racist Communities (SPARC). SPARC’s mission is to 
“better understand the nexus between race and homelessness,” according to their flyer, “and 
to develop tools and approaches that will result in more equitable outcomes for all people 
experiencing homelessness.”
SPARC is an initiative of the Center for Social Innovation (C4), which considers itself 
“mission-driven, woman-owned small business.” A Massachusetts-based business, C4 has 
expanded nationwide to meet their “deep commitment to social justice and equality for 
all,” according to their website.
Carolyn Weisz, a psychology professor at the University, initiated Tacoma’s involvement 
in SPARC. Weisz is a “social psychologist with research interests in racism, homelessness, 
and social perception,” according to Puget Sound’s website. One of the focuses in her 
research is “racial disparities in homelessness.”
“People of color are disproportionately represented in the homeless population,” according 
to a C4 flyer. “Although Blacks comprise 13 percent of the US population and 26 percent 
of those living in poverty,” the flyer states, “they account for more than 40 percent of the 
sheltered population.” 
Weisz found out about SPARC while on sabbatical doing research on race and 
homelessness in Washington D.C., and noted that they were “taking the lead on research 
and raising visibility about racism as it intersects with homelessness,” a subject she said 
“not many people are talking about.” 
“Race gets a lot of public attention in policing and education,” Weisz said, but according 
to her the conversation on race and homelessness has just begun. C4 “has written a lot, as 
well as done workshops and trainings directly with policy makers and service providers,” 
Weisz said. “They have a lot of experience talking about the issues of race and homelessness 
in a national context.”
Another positive quality of C4 is their “well-trained, experienced researchers who use 
both qualitative and quantitative methods, and are both research- and action-oriented,” 
Weisz said. The purpose of this approach, Weisz asserted, is to “get people to think critically 
about this issue so that they can act now.”
C4 “broadens the conversation to include everyone who wants to participate,” Weisz said. 
SPARC held a “community conversation on racial equity and homelessness” on Monday, 
Dec. 5, 2016, at Urban Grace Church.
Among the speakers at Monday’s event was Dexter Gordon, director of African American 
studies and communication studies professor at the University. Gordon is also involved in 
the Race and Pedagogy Initiative (RPI), which seeks to incorporate the elimination of 
racism into education, according to the University’s website. RPI is one of the sponsors of 
this conversation.
Homelessness is a big issue in Tacoma, Weisz said. The “number of homeless people 
nationally is extremely large,” and “there is an overrepresentation of African Americans” in 
Tacoma that “mirrors a larger national trend,” she said. 
The aim of this community conversation is to ultimately “raise a conversation that is not 
happening,” Weisz said, “about the deep impact of racism on a problem that affects a lot 
of people.” 
The issue of homelessness affects not only individuals, but the wellbeing of the community 
in a multiplicity of negative ways.
Tacoma: City thinks about homelessness in new way
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The VOX club has received new leadership after being inactive 
for months. Monica Dymerski, a sophomore transfer student 
who plans to graduate in 2018 and Leslie Machabee, a first-year 
student, have been the driving force behind restoring the club.
VOX is a national organization targeted towards college 
students. “Vox” is the Latin word for voice. The club encourages 
young adults to get involved in lobbying for reproductive rights 
and healthcare.
The club directly supports Planned Parenthood, a national 
clinic that offers reproductive health services and education.
There are currently 19 VOX chapters in Washington State and 
over 150 in the country. 
Machabee and Dymerski met in their perspectives group.
“[Dymerski] transferred from another school because she was 
frustrated with the lack of social justice at her previous school,” 
Machabee said.
Dymerski was very excited to join VOX, but when the pair went 
to LogJam together, there was no sign of it. After investigating 
with the Associated Students of the University of Puget Sound 
(ASUPS), they went through the process of restarting the club.
Since then, the pair has received support from Dave Wright, the 
Director of Spiritual Life and Civic Engagement, as well as the 
Center of Intercultural and Civic Engagement. 
“We were just blown away. [Dave Wright and CICE] reached 
out to us out of the blue, which is amazing. That doesn’t happen 
anywhere else,” Machabee said.
Marta Cady, Associate Dean of Students and Director of 
New Student Orientation, as well as advisor of Sexuality 
Issues, Relationships and Gender Education, is now the advisor 
of the current VOX campus. Cady has supplied the new club 
with resources from the old club such as Planned Parenthood 
brochures, pins and condoms.
Machabee currently serves as the club’s treasurer and handles 
fundraising and the club budget. Dymerski is the club president.
Future projects they plan to hold include a feminine hygiene 
products drive in the spring, but the club also wants to focus on 
raising money for local Planned Parenthood branches.
The club currently works with the Tacoma Planned Parenthood 
and the Bellingham Planned Parenthood, which is directly 
affiliated with VOX.
“We’re not working on on-campus reproductive health 
accessibility as much as we are general reproductive health 
accessibility. So fundraising is one of our big goals,” Machabee 
said.
Volunteer shifts are being arranged for members who want to 
assist Planned Parenthood.
VOX posts its meeting dates and times on its Facebook page 
and also sends out information through its mailing list, vox@
pugetsound.edu. Meetings are held in the Student Diversity 
Center.
“As an advantaged white woman, I feel that it is crucial to use 
my privilege for good,” Machabee said, “Being involved in an 
activist and philanthropic community is the best way for me to 
do that.”
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“If students are interested in getting involved, 
please reach out,” Hailey Shoemaker, Volunteer 
Programs Coordinator for the Center for 
Intercultural and Civic Engagement (CICE), 
said.
Shoemaker noted that despite consistently 
making community service opportunities 
accessible for multiple years, there has been a 
drop in people volunteering through the CICE 
this year.
“There are two main programs for civic 
engagement: food justice and youth programs,” 
Shoemaker said. “Youth programs include a 
mentoring and tutoring program, and food 
justice is Backpack of Hope, Food salvage, 
Hilltop Urban Gardens [and] Food Pantry.”
According to the University of Puget Sound 
website, food justice and the four programs 
with it give students an active role in alleviating 
hunger in Tacoma.
“Backpacks of Hope is the University of Puget 
Sound chapter of St. Leo’s Backpacks program, 
which provides food over the weekend to 
Tacoma public school children who are at-risk 
for hunger,” the website said.
“Food salvage tries to minimize food waste 
on campus and then take what would normally 
go to waste on campus to places that will 
then use the food,” Shoemaker said. “There’s 
a lot of different organizations in the Tacoma 
community that we work with for that.”
According to the University of Puget Sound 
website, the mentoring program, called Puget 
Sound Big Siblings, works with Big Brothers 
Big Sisters and Communities in Schools to 
help place Puget Sound students with mentees 
in Tacoma schools.
“We are partnered with multiple Tacoma 
public schools that all have high need for the 
tutoring programs,” Shoemaker said.
Another program students can get involved 
with is “Music For Kids,” which helps provide 
music lesson opportunities for students that 
normally wouldn’t be able to afford their own 
instruments to be able to practice and learn,” 
Shoemaker said.
According to the website, this program is a 
collaboration with a community organization 
and the Hurley Community Service 
Scholarship recipient this year.
“If a student comes in and even isn’t necessarily 
interested in volunteering with food justice 
or youth programs we really try to help them 
find some kind of organization in Tacoma that 
would fit their needs and fit what they were 
working for,” Shoemaker said.
Shoemaker described the ways a student 
can get involved with CICE: “They can email 
cice@ups.edu if they just want more general 
information, they can email kids@ups.edu if 
they know they want to be a tutor or mentor, 
or foodjustice@ups.edu if they know they want 
to volunteer at that capacity.” Students can also 
just come by the Yellow House; there is always 
someone at the front desk to answer general 
questions and give assistance.
“They will look at the opportunities we have 
[and] what age you want to volunteer with if you 
are interested in being a tutor,” Shoemaker said. 
“For food justice, what you want to be doing, 
also timing-wise, to looking at the scheduling 
opportunities and [seeing] what works for you.”
Shoemaker noted that they will often have 
students fill out applications, which the CICE 
will then send to their community partners to 
get students started.
“We are trying to make volunteering 
accessible,” Shoemaker said. She also noted 
that the CICE will help provide transportation 
if needed. The assistance ranges from zipcar, 
reimbursement for gas money, and carpools. 
“We want students from Puget Sound to 
go into the Tacoma community and engage 
with it that way. Our goal is to have sustained 
involvement, to get students to see what Tacoma 
is like outside of the University of Puget Sound 
bubble,” Shoemaker said.
“I really love working for the CICE because I 
think their priorities of why we have volunteer 
programs are really good in the sense that it’s 
not about Puget Sound students getting service 
hours, it’s about the relationship and mutual 
benefit.”
3trailnews@pugetsound.eduDecember 9, 2016
By Aneyceia Brim
CICE pushes for further  engagement 
with volunteer opportunies 
By Keely Coxwell
The Yellow House: the CICE offers opportunities for students looking to get involved
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Our higher education system is at the 
tail end of an ominous bubble. The United 
States has a whopping 3,026 four-year 
degree-granting universities, with another 
1,700 two-year universities. Within the 
next few decades, a sizeable portion of these 
institutions will have shuttered their doors 
for the last time.
Much of it relates to the steady accumulation 
of debt throughout higher education. Like 
the housing bubble of 2011, colleges have 
been provoked into a borrowing frenzy 
by federal subsidies and tax benefits. 
Americans have run up $1 trillion in 
college loans, despite an 
inability to pay them off 
with the skills acquired 
through their respective 
institutions. Forbes 
Magazine reported that 
well-regarded institutions 
like New York’s New 
School owe over $440 
million in tax exempt 
bonds, over twice their 
current endowment. 
This money often goes 
towards construction aimed at bolstering 
institutional brandpower. Institutions will 
spend tens of millions of dollars on an 
“Olympic-Caliber” sports complex, despite 
a non-existent correlation between these 
projects and the ultimate quality of education 
at said institution. Simply put, institutions 
are spending money on items that may 
attract students during the admissions 
process, but fail to better position them for 
the outside world. 
Innovation is also responsible for the 
higher ed industries’ inevitable crash. New, 
disruptive models of education are being 
created by organizations in a fashion that 
has dire implications for the higher ed 
business model. 
Heavyweight institutions like MIT, 
Harvard, and Stanford all offer a number 
of college-level courses at no charge. 
Furthermore, students who pass these 
courses receive a certificate from their 
professors certifying their understanding of 
the subject. 
These represent the tip of the iceberg. 
Educational companies fully dedicated to 
this non-collegiate form of higher education 
will ultimately break the monopoly these 
universities have on the accreditation 
process. Employers will start to look outside 
of traditional four-year institutions for mid 
to high-level talent, diluting 
the value of those degrees. 
The biggest issues current 
online courses face are a 
lack of personalization and 
customization, something 
almost guaranteed to 
change with innovative new 
technology. 
Perhaps the most damning 
sign for the future of 
traditional higher ed arises 
from the surprising lack of 
variation in net impacts on student growth 
from university to university. The best 
explanation of this phenomenon comes 
from New America’s Kevin Carey.
“The whole apparatus of selective college 
admissions is designed to deliberately 
confuse things that exist with things that 
don’t,” Carey said in an article for the New 
York Times. “Many of the most prestigious 
colleges are an order of magnitude wealthier 
and more selective than the typical 
university. These are the primary factors 
driving their annual rankings at or near the 
top of the U.S. News list of “best” colleges. 
The implication is that the differences in the 
quality of education they provide are of a 
similar size. There is no evidence to suggest 
that this is remotely true.” 
In layman’s terms, a large number of college 
students spend exorbitant amounts of money 
on “prestigious institutions,” the majority of 
which show little to no difference in terms 
of the quality of education when compared 
with their less prestigious counterparts. 
So where is Puget Sound positioned in 
relation to this bubble? From a fiscal position, 
fairly well. The 2014-2015 financial report 
shows an endowment of $321.7 million and 
long term debt amounting to $76.4 million, 
a surplus of over $245 million. Puget Sound 
assets have gone up in value over 60 percent 
during the last decade, totalling $616 
million.The greatest single contribution of 
the prior administration was the President’s 
business savvy, which all but assured Puget 
Sound’s continued financial stability into 
the future. 
Still, Puget Sound’s curriculum is scant 
in regards to burgeoning industries like 
digital media. The school’s digital media 
lab stays largely uninhabited, and the photo 
and video equipment available to rent is 
threadbare and outdated. This has remained 
largely unchanged in the years since I’ve 
been here. Re-directing funds aimed at 
improving admissions and selectivity ratios 
to supplement these increasingly valuable 
disciplines would affirm the University’s 
commitment to a quality education over 
more superficial appeals to status. 
Having said all of this, I feel compelled 
to mention that Puget Sound does have 
significant educational strengths. The quality 
and the intimacy of the instruction students 
receive is top-notch. The average Puget 
Sound professor has a genuine passion for 
classroom instruction. The ability to connect 
with professors outside of class provides 
students with opportunities many of their 
collegiate peers are denied. 
If Puget Sound wishes to thrive while 
many of its higher ed counterparts go under, 
it must embrace an educational model 
that emphasises student growth and post-
collegiate success over superficial increases 
in status due to admissions and selectivity.  
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editor will not be edited for grammar, spelling, or content, except in the case of material that is considered to be offensive, as determined by the Trail style guide. 
All letters to the editor must be signed and must have an email address or phone number. Letters for publication the following Friday are due no later than 
Monday at noon and may be sent to: The Puget Sound Trail, 1095 Wheelock Student Center, Tacoma, WA 98416 or trail@pugetsound.edu.
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By Daryl Auguste
“The implication is that the 
differences in the quality of 
education they provide are 
of a similar size. There is no 
evidence to suggest that this 
is remotely true.”
- Kevin Carey, 
policy analyst 
The New, Strange World of Higher Education
Puget Sound must innovate if it wants to thrive into the mid 21st century 
To the editors of The Trail:
For the past year and a half, I have been 
struggling with the very real possibility that 
I will not be able to afford the program 
that I have structured my entire college 
education on. 
I’m a student planning on participating on 
the Pacific Rim Study Abroad Program.
Unfortunately, my family is currently 
in an awkward financial situation. It 
has, regrettably, been a rather rough past 
few years. Unfortunately, my family’s 
circumstances are not covered by the 
FAFSA, yet make almost impossible for 
us to pay the full tuition. Thankfully, I have 
been awarded a merit based scholarship that 
allows me to attend the university. 
However, none of that money will follow 
me abroad. 
So, I have been working hard—by meeting 
with the very helpful members of the 
financial aid staff, working three jobs and 
applying for scholarships—to make it so 
that this policy doesn’t stand in the way of 
such an incredible opportunity. But despite 
all of my efforts, I’m afraid that it will.  
At first I thought it might just be me. 
However, by talking to my friends and other 
students on campus I’ve discovered just 
how many students this policy negatively 
impacts. I know at least a few people who 
consider studying abroad an impossibility 
because of the financial impediments. 
The current policy states that, while 
abroad, students may only apply their 
merit-based aid to tuition “up to their level 
of financial need” as demonstrated by the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA). Thus, this policy means that for 
many students, going abroad will cost them 
some or all of their merit-based scholarships. 
The University prides itself on its programs 
with a global focus, and attracts students 
who embrace international education. A 
policy that restricts access to study abroad 
programs is not just counterintuitive, it 
belies the appeal of the school as advertised 
to prospective students. Study abroad 
programs equip students with a variety 
of skills, including language fluency, field 
experience and research training, which 
can be crucial to a student’s post-college 
career. Finding out that going abroad is 
financially inaccessible late in a student’s 
academic career can be incapacitating. It 
was not until I actually met with someone 
from the Financial Aid Department, half-
way through last year, that I understood 
that I would have to pay almost $25,000 
more than what my family already pays 
to study abroad—a realization that was 
doubly shocking because the Pacific Rim 
program is run through the University of 
Puget Sound. The school does not have 
to make any additional payments to other 
universities and organizations. 
 I’m not saying students should expect 
policies that place undue financial strain on 
the school. However, the current blanket 
policy redirects that financial strain and 
makes it the students’ burden. There must 
be a middle ground where students and 
the University can meet to make studying 
abroad financially possible for both parties.  
There is a committee that has already 
been formed to re-examine the school’s 
financial aid policy and I’m grateful that 
the administration has started acting on 
this issue. Our concern is, however, that 
the administration will not act quickly 
enough. Students cannot wait years when 
when each semester hundreds of them 
and their families struggle with financial 
impediments. 
I have been working with ASUPS Senator 
Morey Lipsett to circulate a petition calling 
on the ASUPS Senate, the Faculty Senate, 
and the Staff Senate to urge President 
Crawford, The Board of Trustees, and the 
Administration of this university we love 
to revise this broken policy. If anyone is 
interested in writing a letter, describing how 
the policy has affected them, in signing the 
petition, or joining the movement, you can 
contact me at leleanorsmith@pugetsound.
edu.
 I hope, together, we can create university 
where all students can be given the study 
abroad opportunities they deserve, instead 
of being limited by their circumstances.
Sincerely,
Lauren Smith ‘19
Letter to the Editor 
Editor’s note: The Trail recently received two letters regarding the anonymous flyers posted around campus in November. 
The first of these letters was submitted by a number of faculty members, and the other is a response to this faculty letter. 
While we were unable to print the letters in this issue due to space constaints, they can be found online at trail.pugetsound.edu.
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Legal consequences of nonconsensual pornography 
Spreading another person’s sexually 
explicit content without their consent 
is disgusting, inexcusable, and, 
unfortunately, tricky to prosecute. 
Known commonly as “revenge porn,” 
nonconsensual pornography has become 
sickeningly easy to find on the Internet. 
On August 31, 2014, over 500 
explicit images of celebrities, including 
Jennifer Lawrence, Kate Upton and 
Ariana Grande, were mass-posted on 
an anonymous imageboard site called 
4chan, popular with Anonymous, 
hardcore anime fans and the alt-right, 
among other groups. The release of the 
images, nicknamed “The Fappening” 
or “Celebgate,” occurred after they 
were collected through the hacking of 
celebrities’ phones.
While hacking is a concern for 
celebrities, there are much more common 
and insidious ways for individuals to fall 
prey to this nauseating practice.  
Websites like Is Anyone Up? and 
UGotPosted were notorious for letting 
users post nudes without the consent 
of the person or people in the pictures, 
along with contact information or other 
identifiers. Often, the images had been 
sent to the user during a relationship, 
before the relationship had ended badly. 
The site would remove the pictures for a 
fee between $300 and $350. 
Kevin Bollaert, the owner of 
UGotPosted, was convicted of identity 
theft and extortion in April 2015, and 
was sentenced to 18 years in prison as 
well as restitution of $15,000 to his 
victims, according to the LA Times. 
Websites that encourage and profit 
off of the distribution of these images 
are vulnerable to prosecution; however, 
many manage to avoid prosecution 
because the content is generated by 
community members rather than the 
site itself. This protection is derived from 
Section 230 of the Communications 
Decency Act. Fledgling legislative 
actions have sprouted up in the past few 
years to circumvent this, but advancing 
technology has made it difficult to 
include the necessary provisions.
According to the Cyber Civil Rights 
Initiative, 34 states and Washington 
DC have laws aimed at criminalising 
revenge pornography, with varying 
degrees of severity and definitions of 
what is included. According to The 
Guardian, Oregon handed down its first 
sentence  of six months jail tme and five 
years probation in a revenge porn case, 
as reported on Dec. 4. 
A new frontier that is currently being 
explored to legally battle nonconsensual 
pornography is the invocation of 
copyright laws. Past tactics have targeted 
individuals who have distributed explicit 
images that they had taken without the 
knowledge or consent of the person 
involved. Unfortunately, simply posting a 
picture was often not viewed as sufficient 
evidence of harassment, even despite the 
defendant in the Bollaert case testifying 
that she had received threatening or 
sexually explicit messages from people 
who had seen her photo online.
According to WNYC’s On The Media, 
80% of the victims of nonconsensual 
pornography took the images themselves, 
but did not permit their distribution. 
According to an article in the Atlantic, 
under the Digital Millennium Copyright 
Act (1998) “victims can hold websites 
liable for republishing their copyrighted 
photos to the tune of up to $150,000 
per photo” if they do not comply with 
takedown requests. 
While it is never the fault of the subject 
of an explicit image if it is distributed 
without their consent, it can haunt them 
indefinitely and they deserve justice. 
If you or someone you know has been 
affected by nonconsensual pornography, 
the Cyber Civil Rights Initiative has put 
together this list of resources:
CCRI National Helpline (844-
878-2274)– Free, confidential 
support available 24/7 for victims of 
nonconsensual pornography (NCP).
Heartmob– A resource for victims 
of online harassment not involving 
intimate images: Report harassment, 
receive support, and help end online 
harassment.
Without My Consent– Non-profit 
seeking to combat online invasions of 
privacy.
International Victim Resources– A 
list of resources available to victims 
residing outside the US.
There is a list of frequently asked 
questions on the Cyber Civil Rights 
Institute website, as well as a guide for 
removing online photos and a team of 
lawyers that have volunteered to assist 
victims with their cases.
The Happy Trail is The Trail ’s weekly sex column that seeks to inform the community on issues related to sexuality and gender by addressing these topics in an education-based way. Our mission is 
to make the campus a safer place by normalizing and demystifying topics like safer sex practices, sexualities, kinks and polyamory, while shedding light on topics like trans rights, sexual and domestic 
violence, gender inequalities and intersectionality. Happy Trail correspondents are not medical professionals; if you have a medical concern contact CHWS or a local clinic. Otherwise, direct your 
sexuality and gender questions to trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu. Respond to Happy Trail articles in the form of a letter to the editor sent to trail@pugetsound.edu.
B y  N a y l a  L e e
Netflix: Decompress or reassess? B y  E m m a  Hol me s
Ah, Netf l i x. It ’s the new socia l lubricant, 
dependable conversation starter, and 
procrastination aide. It ’s TV, but better. Its 
hypnotic, inv it ing world of scripted jokes 
and drama has been woven into the way we 
ta lk , socia l ize, date, eat, sleep, and even 
study (or so we l ike to think). 
Yet, for a l l its justif ication as a way to 
decompress, buff up on documentary 
facts, or fend off boredom, I am rarely less 
stressed after a night of cramped muscle, 
wide-eyed, sleepless TV watching. So 
the question remains: where is the l ine 
between healthy sel f-care and problematic 
avoidance? 
At its best, Netf l i x is a way to engage 
in the global scene, connect with others 
over the love of a show or character, or be 
joined by the powerful cause of an effective 
documentary. It brings us a l l the best of 
media at easy access, cutting down on the 
t ime it would otherwise take to seek out 
a l l those impactful f i lms, if we would even 
look for them at a l l . 
At its worst, the automatic play pul ls 
us ha lf-wil l ingly into a mindless black 
hole of Arrested Development or Criminal 
Minds and we begin to lose touch with the 
rea l it ies of the tangible world around us. 
This may seem extreme, but I urge you 
to reca l l a t ime when you felt discouraged 
after watching the witty back-and-forth 
between the quirky characters of your 
favorite sitcom. I, myself, have had a 
number of conversations with fr iends 
punctuated by thoughts l ike, “Wow, I wish 
I had more fr iends l ike on New Girl ! ” 
The rea l it y is: that isn’t rea l it y! Constant 
TV watching becomes harmful when it 
pul ls us from the messy, painful ly rea l 
joy and connection of everyday l ife. It 
highl ights in obnoxious neon pink the 
unnecessary detai ls of what we don’t have, 
be it the perfect body, perfect relationships, 
or perfect l i fe, whatever that means to you. 
Watching your favorite shows can be an 
awesome way to set aside t ime for yourself, 
assure an hour to connect with fr iends, or 
scare away the ghosts in an empty house. 
We’re lucky to l ive in a world where we 
can reach out to different cultures through 
their media, express ourselves in f i lm, and 
spur socia l change through documentary. 
During reading period and f ina ls, it 
is especia l ly important to consider why 
you’re watching. Is it a deserved break or 
procrastination? Is it a break from rea l it y 
or is it avoidance?
What I urge you (and myself ) to keep 
in mind, is to not trade your rea l it y for a 
f ict ional one. Test the waters of mindful ly 
eating, relaxing, or studying away from 
TV. Try to locate the point where casual 
enjoyment turns to compulsive habit. 
Entertain the notion of sit t ing with the 
discomfort of si lence, make fr iends with 
yourself, and tune back into your own 
beautiful, imperfect l i fe. 
Obstacles to punishing and preventing revenge porn
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Texas law to require burials for 
aborted  fetuses
B y  Nat a l ie  S c og g i n s
Starting on Dec. 19, hea lthcare faci l it ies that perform 
abortions in Texas wil l be required to bury or cremate feta l 
remains rather than disposing them as medica l waste. The 
law wil l apply regardless of how long the fetus has been 
gestating.
Governor Greg Abbott (R) proposed the bi l l in July with 
the explanation that the t issue should be treated as human 
remains, as yet another expl icit move against abortion, 
cit ing the “r ights of the unborn,” which are apparent ly more 
important than the r ights of women. A similar law was 
signed earl ier this year in Indiana by Vice President-Elect 
Mike Pence.
Not only is this process unnecessary as a non-medica l, 
rel igious r itua l, it is intrusive and emotional ly taxing. 
Abortions are frequently undesired and are undergone 
for many reasons (e.g. medica l, f inancia l) besides just not 
wanting a baby at that point in t ime, and women often suffer 
anxiety, depression, and other symptoms as what is now 
medica l ly recognized as post-abortion stress. Additional ly, 
both buria ls and cremations are expensive, adding to the 
burden on famil ies or indiv iduals who have made this choice. 
It is a c lear punishment.
Pro-choice groups in Texas and around the country have 
crit icized the law as an attempt to shame and st igmatize 
women who have had abortions. While a death certif icate 
is not necessary, the point is to tel l women that they have 
k i l led. 
The Satanic Temple (TST) has c la imed immunity for its 
members regarding this law, stating that requiring these 
r itua ls v iolates rel igious freedom and the First Amendment. 
“Buria l r ites are a wel l-establ ished component of rel igious 
practice,” TST wrote on the group’s Instagram. 
With 83 new 
t it les in a week , 
who needs  a 
socia l l i fe?  
PHOTO 
CR EDI T TO:  
N ATA LIE 
SCOGGI NS
By Molly Wampler
Annual Student Market ‘inspires an atmospheric creativity’
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By Madeline Brown
An underground secret: 
The lost tunnels of Puget Sound
Last Friday, Dec. 2, ECO (Environmental Campus Outreach) Club hosted its annual Fall Student 
Market in the Wheelock Rotunda. Featuring two 
campus clubs and 20 student artists and crafters, this 
market is an outlet for student creativity as well as a 
place to showcase the immense talent present at this 
university. 
Zoe Ozdemir of ECO Club organized this year’s 
market, and recognizes its value to the campus and wider 
community. “The principle we run it on [is] to be creating 
closed loops between the consumers and the producers 
of the products,” Ozdemir explained. “Finding a space 
for students to buy things from their fellow peers is so 
instrumental and bringing back the idea of consumerism 
to a small, local level.” 
Ozdemir sees the market especially important for the 
students to whom this event was catered. “Although 
we are students and we don’t necessarily have a lot of 
free time, and many of us don’t have much money to 
spend, having fellow students produce to the audience 
they most feel comfortable…is incredibly empowering,” 
Ozdemir said. 
Artist and market vendor Sophie Lev agreed on the 
importance of this small-scale market, specifically in 
building community. “There is a lot of impersonal art 
that can become really personal when you see who’s 
making it,” Lev, a University sophomore, said. “Being 
able to see the people who are making it, who might sit 
behind you in class, or serve you food at the SUB, makes 
for a really great way of connecting the community in 
another way,” she continued. 
Lev has been making art since she was young, and 
never stopped her craft. “The first time I can remember 
really painting anything was my own body when I was 
three, but since then I would say that my art and crafts 
have evolved to contain a wider variety of media, now to 
include pottery and embroidery,” she said. Lev, a market 
first-timer, had an assortment of art for sale, from silk-
screened or embroidered fabric swatches to mugs and 
bowls she made in Mad Mudders club on campus, and 
sold a majority of the pieces throughout the market. 
Market veteran Morgan Ford also had a table at the 
Student Market to sell her crocheted and knit art. Ford 
started seriously crocheting a few years ago as a first year, 
and now devotes much of her time to her art, producing 
both practical and fun creations. While she did display 
“primarily scarves and hats” at this year’s market, “I was 
selling pokeballs earlier; I mean I sold all five of them,” 
Ford said. 
To Ford, the market is very beneficial to the art 
community, specifically for those outside of the art 
department. “[The Student Market] has given me an 
outlet to feel free to create things...I feel that it encourages 
people with a hobby to refine that and share it with other 
people,” Ford said. “It is also just nice to just sit here and 
enjoy the music and see everybody else’s stuff.”
The inclusion of the music department on campus 
is somewhat new to this year’s market. “So much 
creativity that exists is not craft creativity but is voice 
and instrument, so...it makes sense to capitalize on our 
wonderful music department,” Ozdemir explained. 
Among many other musicians and groups, Puget Sound 
a cappella group What She Said (WSS) performed a 
set. Ruby Krietzman, a member of WSS, enjoyed the 
opportunity of performing to and alongside artists. “I 
found it really interesting to be able to share my art along 
with a bunch of other people’s art because I had never 
really considered singing as my form of art,” Krietzman 
said. 
“However you do see the creativity come out–through 
bread making, through honey and, I hope, through music 
and the environment–” Ozdemir said, “this inspires an 
atmospheric creativity.”
When Puget sound began construction on the present-day fratnernity houses  on Union 
Avenue in the Spring of 1962, an unusual addition was 
put into the houses.  Along with the new men’s housing, 
an underground dining experience connecting each of 
the new fraternity buildings was introduced. 
The construction of the fraternity houses in the 
1960s led to a unique architectural attribute of the 
underground kitchen. “The units are occupied by five 
fraternities: Sigma Alpha Epsilon, Sigma Nu, Sigma 
Chi, Phi Delta Theta and Kappa Sigma. The dedication 
was sponsored by the Interfraternity Council,” wrote 
the Tacoma News Tribune.
  Each house was built with a passage to a tunnel 
that led to the underground kitchen where meals 
were prepared for each fraternity. “‘The kitchen can 
boast of its complete modern equipped area which 
can effectively and efficiently serve over 200 men, 
residing in the five new houses,’ Dean Smith said. 
‘After meals are prepared, they are taken to the ground 
floor dining room of each individual house in specially 
designed food carts,’” Smith told the News Tribune. 
The construction project cost the university around 
$1 million including the furnishings of all of the 
fraternities.
  “An underground network of tunnels directly 
connects the central kitchen with each house. 
Constructing the kitchen underground enabled the 
university to pave the level area located in the center 
of the building project to provide parking facilities 
for more than 70 cars, thus helping to alleviate the 
problem of parking space,” the Tacoma News Tribune 
said.
 The News Tribune also noted that over 
two thousand people attended the unveiling of the 
contemporary housing and dining system. 
“When Union Avenue houses were constructed 
by the university, the tunnels were built to provide 
access to two underground kitchens. For many years 
Union Avenue house occupants picked up their food 
from those kitchens and dined in the basement of 
their houses. The tunnels also served and continue to 
serve as a utility corridor for Union Avenue housing 
mechanical and electrical infrastructure,” Executive 
Director of Community Engagement and Associate 
Vice President for Business Services John Hickey said.
Janis Kuiken is a Puget Sound alumni who received 
her Bachelor’s Degree 1989 and her Master’s Degree 
in 1991. Kuiken recalls her experiences in the Greek 
tunnels: “So basically I was a little sister at a Fraternity 
called Sigma Chi Fraternity and I would go over and 
have breakfast with the guys, like if there was a function 
on Friday night I would go over Saturday morning and 
have breakfast with the guys down in the tunnel and 
sometimes the little sisters-we would come over and 
help the guys clean up after the parties. And then 
occasionally—my memory isn’t super sharp on this—
but I remember walking over to the SAE house in the 
tunnels underneath and I knew a couple guys in the 
house and I would sometimes have breakfast or lunch 
over there [with them].”
Kuiken was a transfer student from University of 
California, Davis (UC Davis) and arrived at Puget 
Sound her junior year. Already a member of Pi Beta 
Phi at UC Davis, Kuiken was able to transfer into the Pi 
Beta Phi sorority at Puget Sound easily. She was moved 
straight into the Pi Beta Phi dorm, as sororities did not 
have their own housing at the time. “I went in multiple 
times, I honestly can’t remember how many times I 
went over there, I was friends with some of the guys in 
the house and I went to some of their dances and stuff,” 
Kuiken said.
Kuiken’s memories of the tunnels were fond ones. “We 
went down this little hallway [through Sigma Chi] 
to get to the tunnel and it’s just a tunnel- there’s no 
windows or anything, obviously, so it was pretty closed 
in. But the food was good and we just all sat- there was 
one big long table for the fraternity [to eat at] and we 
just all sat together at the table and it was kind of nice, 
kind of a family feel,” Kuiken explained.  
 Only fraternity members and those invited by them 
were allowed to enter and dine in the Tunnels. 
However, Kuiken  told the Trail she does not 
remember this rule causing division within the 
campus.  “I don’t remember that being a feeling for all 
of us back then, but that might also be because I was 
in the Greek system. The other thing is, I did transfer 
there my junior year, so it’s not like I was there all four 
years like other people were...but I don’t remember it 
feeling like that. You could eat anywhere you wanted, 
it’s not like the Greek people only ate over there. 
Because otherwise they’d just be eating by themselves 
all the time, they wouldn’t be eating with any girls 
unless they invited us over,” Kuiken said.
“Basement kitchen operations discontinued around 
1999 for Union Avenue occupants when those houses 
were comprehensively renovated,” Hickey said. The 
kitchen services in the tunnels were no longer needed, 
as the University expanded Wheelock and its dining 
services to compensate for whole student population 
on campus as opposed to the students not participating 
in Greek life. “Union Avenue kitchen facilities and 
services were more limited than what was provided at 
Wheelock,” Hickey added.
The tunnels were completely closed off for access 
in 2011. The main cause for the closure was safety: 
“Tunnel conditions had deteriorated over time and 
they became unsafe to occupy.  The tunnels are too 
expensive to restore to safe, useful condition,” Hickey 
explained.
When asked if she thought that the tunnels should be 
reopened for use, Kuiken replied: “I think my answer 
to that would probably be no, because I can’t imagine 
that they would be structurally sound all these years 
later… But I guess if they’re safe then I would say 
sure, that would be fine, but if not I would say no, they 
probably shouldn’t reopen them.”PHOTO CREDIT TO: SOPHIE GROSSMAN
“Only fraternity members and those invited by them 
were allowed to enter and dine in the Tunnels.”
What’s Happening on the Holidays?
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By Emma Brice
With the holiday season upon us, many different traditions and celebrations are taking place as people prepare to spend 
time with family and friends. Every year, the Associated Students of 
the University of Puget Sound (ASUPS) hosts their annual winter 
celebration “Mistletoast.” 
“Mistletoast is a non-denominational winter celebration featuring 
activities such as horse drawn carriage rides, movie showings, and 
a photo booth. Along with activities there will be performances 
by the Jazz Band, dancing from Down Beat Dance, and a capella 
groups. And of course, food and a chocolate fountain,” Neha Ketkar, 
ASUPS special events programmer, said.
Ketkar was responsible for the planning of Mistletoast, including 
contacting the performers, organizing the activities, and making 
sure everything runs smoothly. 
This event has been a tradition for many years, although the exact 
historical timeline is not known. The purpose of Mistletoast is to 
allow the Puget Sound community to de-stress and enjoy some 
holiday cheer before finals. 
“[It’s also] a time to celebrate our achievements of the fall semester. 
Additionally, people can enjoy the night with their friends in a space 
that does not include alcohol,” Ketkar said. 
For anyone who was looking for a way to unwind before finals, 
Mistletoast was a great way to have fun in a safe manner with their 
fellow loggers.
“Last year I attended Mistletoast and had a great time. It was nice 
to take my mind off of studying by being in an environment with 
lots of holiday spirit. It got me excited for the holidays and gave me a 
distraction from my work,” an anonymous student said.
Mistletoast is an event for anyone in the campus community, 
including staff, faculty, and students, and is always free. It occurs on 
the last day of classes of the fall semester and takes place in Lower 
Marshall hall. This year’s Mistletoast took place on Wed., Dec. 7 
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Features writer Emma Brice takes a look at some Puget Sound holiday traditions
ASUPS hosts “Mistletoast” in celebration of holiday season
Whether its on a boat on the way to Friday Harbor or at home with 
their families, Puget Sound students value 
spending time with their loved ones on 
Thanksgiving. For some, the classic turkey 
and mashed potato dinner with family is 
what Thanksgiving entails, but for others, 
Thanksgiving has an entirely different 
meaning.
Allegra Ritchie, a junior at Puget Sound, 
has a Thanksgiving tradition that differs 
from the conventional Thanksgiving 
feast. Every year, her family and whoever 
chooses to join them takes a ferry boat 
from Anacortes to Friday Harbor with 
a cooler filled with their Thanksgiving 
turkey sandwiches. However, instead of 
getting off the boat, they wait for all of the 
passengers to exit until they are the only 
ones left besides the staff and crew. 
Once everyone except for their family and 
friends are left, they ride the ferry back to 
Anacortes, and enjoy their Thanksgiving 
dinner on the water with a view of the San 
Juan Islands. 
“This tradition started 26 years ago when 
my parents moved to Bellingham and 
my mom had just started a new teaching 
position. They didn’t know anyone but 
wanted to do something for Thanksgiving, 
so they decided to pack up some turkey 
sandwiches and take the ferry to Friday 
Harbor. They liked how simple it was and 
have continued it ever since,” Ritchie said. 
Some families have certain family 
members or friends that are always 
present at Thanksgiving dinners, but for 
the Ritchies, the party varies each year.
When talking about the people who join 
their Thanksgiving dinner, Ritchie said, 
“You can have Thanksgiving anywhere as 
long as you’re with the right people, and 
so our Thanksgiving party changes every 
year. Sometimes we have huge groups, as 
many as 40 people, and as few as four.”
For her family, the experience and 
the people that are present is the most 
important part of Thanksgiving. The 
spotlight isn’t focused on the planning, 
cooking, and logistics of a fancy dinner 
but rather enjoying the company of their 
family and friends in a leisurely manner.
“My favorite part about this tradition 
is that we can take a step back from the 
normality of everyday life and experience 
the beauty of nature, and the beauty of 
communion with the people we love,” 
Ritchie said.
When asked if this is something that she 
will continue with her family as she gets 
older, she said, “I love the idea of vacating 
and doing something simple and spending 
time with people I love without a focus 
on the logistics of the meal, so whether 
I carry this specific tradition on or not, I 
want to do something similar.”
Thanksgiving is about the importance of 
being with the right people rather than the 
logistics of the type of food that is served, 
the setting of the meal, or how fancy the 
party is, and this unique tradition is an 
example of appreciating good company 
and enjoying time for relaxation. 
On the other hand, traditional 
Thanksgivings can possess the same 
qualities as well. 
“I spend Thanksgiving with just my 
immediate family, so it’s very comfortable 
and casual. My mom and dad work all 
day on preparing the meal and then my 
brother and I take care of the dishes. I’d 
say our Thanksgiving is very traditional,” 
Kristen Strom, a Puget Sound sophomore 
said. 
While a typical Thanksgiving dinner is 
centered around the meal, there is also a 
common theme of families each saying 
what they are thankful for.
“My favorite part about Thanksgiving is 
after dinner when my family sits and talks 
about what we’re thankful for and realizing 
that there’s more to Thanksgiving than 
just the meal,” Strom said.“Even though 
our tradition is pretty mainstream, I 
really like how casual it is and having an 
intimate setting with my family where we 
can talk and say what we’re thankful for.”
The spirit of Thanksgiving 
B y  E m i l y  H a r m a n
Puget Sound OAR NW team finishes semester on the Mississippi
With the unveiling of the new climbing gym in the 
Athletic Center, rock climbing is bigger than ever be-
fore at Puget Sound. The revamped gym boasts options 
for climbers of all skill levels, from first-timers to lifelong 
veterans. Located in the Athletic Center near the Tennis 
Pavilion, the climbing gym is now outfitted for all kinds 
of climbing.
One of the biggest changes this year was the addition of 
automatic belay systems: climbers can clip the lines direct-
ly into their harnesses and tackle the walls without a be-
layer down below. Bouldering (climbing without a rope), 
formerly the only option available, has also been improved 
and has  several new rock faces and a variety of new routes. 
The old gravel floor has also been replaced with  padding 
to boost both the safety and comfort of the  climbers.
Investing time and energy into rock climbing is valu-
able, according to first-year student Izzy Lidsky (Denver, 
Colorado).
“I’ve been rock climbing since I was eight years old, and 
it’s my favorite pastime,” Lidsky said. “I love climbing be-
cause I’m a total adrenaline junkie and climbing on top of 
things is a huge rush. Making your muscles do things you 
had no idea they could do is so cool, not to mention you’ll 
get jacked.”
But for Lidsky, climbing isn’t just about getting to the 
top of the wall, it’s about the community.
“My two favorite people in this entire world are my 
climbing buddies,” Lisky said. “You’re putting your life 
into someone else’s hands, so it breeds a lot of trust very 
quickly in relationships. The people that I’ve met through 
climbing are some of the most solid individuals out there.”
Junior Lucca Monnie (Portland, Oregon), one of the 
leads for the ASUPS Climbing Club, echoed this senti-
ment.
“I’ve been climbing for four years pretty casually, and it’s 
just a great community,” Monnie said. “Seeing the mix of 
upperclassmen and lowerclassmen all working out togeth-
er while having fun is an awesome experience.”
In addition to the new facility on campus, the Climbing 
Club runs a carpool over to Edgeworks Climbing Gym in 
Tacoma.
“It’s a great way to get off campus every week, and it’s 
really cheap and easy,” Monnie said.
At six dollars per climber on Wednesday nights for rental 
gear and two hours in Edgeworks, students are not going 
to find a much better deal elsewhere. The club runs every 
Monday and Wednesday from 8:00-10:00 P.M. with car-
pools over to Edgeworks. Mondays are reserved for Edge-
works members (memberships can be purchased for $110 
a semester).
The on-campus climbing wall has the same hours as the 
Fitness Center which vary throughout the week (exclud-
ing the Orientation period), and is free to use for Puget 
Sound students. 
B y  W i l l  K e y s e
Climbing to the heights in the new Athletic Center
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  On Nov. 25, the Ocean Adventure 
Rowing and Education  Northwest 
(OAR NW) team completed a semester-
long expedition down the Mississippi 
River. Beginning at the headwaters 
of the Mississippi in Itasca, Minne-
sota in August, the Boat team rowed 
the entire length of the river. Along 
the way, they collected scientific data 
and stopped at classrooms to teach 
young students about the environment, 
conservation and outdoor education. 
  The Mississippi River Program 
involved eight current and 
former UPS students and several 
staff members. Four Puget Sound 
Alumni rowed down the river, and 
the four current students stayed on 
campus. Each student on the Boat team 
partnered with a student on the Shore 
team in order to manage logistics and 
organizational elements, and together, 
the program successfully rowed the river. 
  This Thanksgiving break, the Shore 
team met the Boat team at the end 
of their journey, at Dauphin Island 
in Alabama. The team members cel-
ebrated, unpacked gear, and reflected 
on their literal and figurative journey. 
 Senior Beatrix Evans, the Program 
Coordinator, reflected on the 
feeling of accomplishment each team 
member felt at the end of the trip. 
“Being able to take something 
like this from start to finish, from 
last January to completing it now, 
was really amazing,” she said. 
 The semester had a profound impact 
on the members of the program, 
stemming in part from the unique 
way the trip allowed each student to 
explore their individual passions in 
an experiential and academic setting. 
  “All four of us on the Shore team 
worked really hard to work with the 
goals of the university which was 
to help support this crazy grand 
adventure, and we each got to 
create from scratch our own job 
and area that we cared about,” said 
senior Bennet Roper. “At the end of the 
day, what I walk away with from this 
project is everything I created myself; 
there was a lot of flexibility, a lot of ability 
to play to your own desires and passions.”
  Looking back at the semester, Roper 
said that the most valuable part of the 
experience for her was communicating 
with people from across the country. 
As the Outreach Coordinator for the 
program, Roper facilitated 
communication between the 
University, the OAR NW rowers, 
and everyone they interacted with 
on the river, as well as informing the 
greater community about the program. 
 “I would send out weekly 
newsletters that were read by about 
a thousand people a week,” Roper 
said. “I would get responses from 
anyone from the parent of a rower to a 
sponsor that we worked with, talking 
about what they appreciated in the 
newsletter and what they wanted to 
see in the future. So I had this voice 
that could reach so much further 
beyond what I expected at the university.”
  “It was really incredible to see that 
as a student, I had the ability to 
interact with all of these people and that 
that could be effective for them. That 
was really valuable to me,” Roper said. 
 This semester was, in Evan’s words, 
the “guinea pig semester,” but OAR 
NW aims to build its presence 
on the UPS campus, making the 
Mississippi River Expedition a regular 
part of the University curriculum. 
 In the upcoming spring 
semester,  two courses are being offered 
to prepare for next year’s expedition. A 
Connections course, taught by Professor 
Nancy Bristow, will teach 
students about the history of the 
Mississippi. “It’s the background 
information you would need to 
know to be on the trip,” Roper said. 
  The second course is a 
quarter-credit business elective on 
Expedition Management, taught by 
Professor Lynnette Claire. Students 
interested in being on the river trip get 
priority for both classes. As of this 
publication, both classes are fully 
enrolled, but students interested in the 
program should write to Beatrix 
Evans at bevans@pugetsound.edu. 
  Both Evans and Roper stressed 
the unique aspects of OAR NW’s 
experiential learning initiative, and 
urged anyone who is interested in 
the program to reach out, regardless 
of experience or academic interest. 
  “Anyone in any major can do this, and 
would be valued,” Evans said. “With the 
eight of us we had six different majors 
and that was actually beneficial. Having 
a diverse group can be really valuable.” 
  Evans laughed, elaborating: “Of the four 
people who were on the river, three of 
them had never camped before and one 
had never rowed a boat before. It really 
is just all about putting in the work and 
wanting to learn new subjects and skills.” 
  The team members acknowledged that 
the program is a large commitment, 
but the payoff is more than worth it. 
  “The scope of what we are doing is 
massive. It really is created by each 
individual who does it. You have a lot 
of power to create out of it what you 
want,” Roper said. “We have goals, 
but on top of that we have all of this 
personal growth that has come from 
choosing projects that speak to us.”
  “It was amazing to me how quickly we 
all got on board with this program and 
this experience, how it became all of 
our priorities. It really sucked us all in 
and gave us something to be passion-
ate and to care about,” Evans said. “I 
wasn’t sure if this was going to be just 
another class, but it turned out to be 
a much more life changing thing, and 
the highlight of my college career.”
PHOTOS COURTESY OF OAR NORTHWEST
  The dreaded words “you have cancer” 
are a statement that doctors never want 
to give and patients never want to hear. 
For some, these three words feel like the 
end of the marathon of life. Others, like 
Dr. Gordon Klatt, used these words to 
make a difference. Klatt was a surgeon in 
the Tacoma area for a few decades before 
his death in 2014. Not only did he care 
for patients at his job, but also during 
his free time as an avid 
runner. 
According to The 
News Tribune, “In 1985, 
Klatt ran more than 83 
miles around the track 
at University of Puget 
Sound for 24 hours and 
raised $27,000 in tribute 
to a young man who died 
of the disease.”
As Klatt ran around the 
track, many spectators 
gathered around. 
Throughout the evening 
and into the early 
morning, people came 
to watch even as the 
gates of the University of 
Puget Sound track, Baker 
Stadium, closed.
Klatt continued this 
tradition for several years. 
Over 200 people joined 
him on the run the following year. People 
soon realized that Klatt had gathered the 
entire community to support a cause, the 
American Cancer Society.  He was then 
asked to join a committee to put together 
the first Relay for Life, a worldwide event 
hosted by the American Cancer Society.
Klatt is remembered by many as the 
father of Relay for Life alongside Pat 
Flynn, the mother of Relay for Life. 
“That night [during Klatt’s first walk] 
I got up at 10 p.m. and went up to the 
track...something drew me there. When 
I got there, the gate was locked, so all I 
could do was peer over the fence. I went 
back home to bed, but got back up at 
1 a.m. Still the gate was locked, so the 
fence was my only outlook post. And I 
basically wanted to be sure he was ok...
after all, that was a grueling challenge,” 
Flynn said.
After Klatt’s first walk, he contacted 
Flynn and others to serve on the first 
committee. Flynn’s job was working 
with the Tacoma School District. With 
her involvement in the community and 
school district, it helped her solve the 
logistical questions. She still lives in the 
local area and participates in Relay for 
Life events today. While also sitting on 
the National Volunteer Leadership Team 
as a Relay Hall of Fame member.
This worldwide event that started at 
Baker Stadium happens annually here 
at the University of Puget Sound. The 
community, faculty, staff, and students 
look forward to the celebration of life. 
Survivors and caregivers kick off the 
event with an emotional first lap around 
the track. “One of the biggest ceremonies 
at Relay is the luminaria ceremony, 
which is about remembering the people 
who we lost to cancer,” sophomore and 
fundraising chair Katie Spiese said.
“My grandma lost her life to cancer 
when I was in high school, so I do it 
for her. I know how people feel [about 
losing a loved one] and I will do whatever 
it takes to end it so it doesn’t happen to 
other people,” Spiese said.
Whatever the story may be, we all come 
together for the same reason. Whether 
we raise $10 or $1,000, each dollar brings 
us closer to our ultimate goal of ending 
cancer. 
“Our Relay starts at 6 p.m. and goes to 
10 a.m. the next morning,” Spiese said. 
“The reason it lasts so long is because 
cancer never sleeps.”
The 16 hours that the teams walk is 
minimal compared to the strength and 
energy it takes to fight for your life 
against this deadly disease. “One person 
can truly make a difference,” Flynn said. 
Klatt makes profound impact in Tacoma
B y  G a b i  M a r r e s e
By Gabi  Marrese
SPORTS RECAPS
The first conference game for the Loggers 
was a high scoring game. The team made 15 
shots from behind the arc, which was the first 
time since 2008. Sophomore Jimmy Wohrer 
scored six of the 15 along with 18 more 
points. Puget Sound outscored Linfield by 
shooting 51.9 percent to their 40 percent. The 
game stayed close for the first 10 minutes. The 
Loggers pulled way with a 39-26 lead at half. 
Linfield started off the second half strong 
but the Loggers continued to shoot and won 
80-63. The Loggers took on George Fox on 
Saturday evening. The first half was a lot of 
back-and-forth action between the teams. The 
Loggers held on to a 41-39 lead at half. The 
lead continued until eight minutes left in the 
game. The game was tied at 59 a piece. Puget 
Sound scored first but Bruins pushed to a six 
point lead. The Logger fought back but fell 
short 85-78. Senior Carlos Mancasola put up 
27 points with six three-pointers. Sophomore 
Jimmy Wohrer had a double double with 13 
points and 11 rebounds. The next conference 
match for the Loggers will be on Friday Jan. 
6th 2017 at home against Willamette. They 
will also face Pomona-Pitzer, Cal Lutheran 
and Redlands over the holiday break.
Men’s swiMMing
The Loggers hosted  Linfield for their first 
conference game of the season on Friday Dec. 
2. Puget Sound started off with a strong first 
quarter, outscoring Linfield 27-12. They also 
lead at half with a score of 47-35. Sophomore 
Elizabeth Prewitt scored a career-high 25 
points along with seven rebounds. With a 48.6 
shot percentage, the Loggers defeated the 
Wildcats 86-69.  On Saturday, the Loggers 
faced George Fox. The Loggers committed 
31 turnovers and only shot 41.7 percent but 
still pulled through to upset the Bruins. The 
victory broke the Bruins 33-game win streak 
in conference play. Senior Alexis Noren went 
11-for-11 from the free throw line along with 
a double-double, 19 points and 10 rebounds. 
Sophomore Samone Jackson posted a career-
high 27 points. The Bruins had an 82-81 
lead with 31 seconds in regulation. Until 
Noren scored from the baseline along with 
a foul. Junior Claire Fitzgerald hit two free 
throws after a key defensive stop to keep the 
Loggers out of reach, 86-85. The Loggers 
next conference game will be at home against 
Willamette on Jan. 6. During the holiday break 
they will play in the PLU Tournament and 
the D3Hoops Classic in Las Vegas, Nevada.
The women’s team started off the weekend 
on the right foot with a first place finish in 
the 200 medley. Aza Verhoeven, Anne Sherey, 
Calista Skog and Erin Jenkins picked up 
the 40 points for the Loggers. Puget Sound 
continued the weekend with three third-
place finishes in the 400 medley relay, 1,650 
freestyle and the 200 freestyle. The Loggers 
fell short of finishing first place, 715.50 
points behind Pacific Lutheran who scored 
872.50 points. The Loggers next meet will 
be at home against Pomona-Pitzer on Jan. 7.
 woMen’s BasketBall
    Men’s BasketBall
woMen’s swiMMing
The Logger Invitational is a three-day 
competition that brings swimmers from 
California and other colleges in our conference 
to Wallace Pool. The men’s team placed first 
with a total 810 points. First-year student 
Dylan Reimers earned 20 points for the team 
when he won the 500-yard freestyle with a 
time of 4:42.61. Junior Nick Mitchell placed 
second in the same even giving the Loggers 
17 more points. Reimers and freshman Jonah 
Rogers both finished in the top three for the 
400 individual medley, totalling 26 points. 
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With the announcement of the top four 
teams in the college football playoffs, 
a fierce debate over who deserves the 
privilege of losing to Alabama in the 
semifinals has ignited.       
The debate between University of 
Washington and Penn State University 
for the final spot covers all the bases 
of flaws in the college football system: 
the lack of importance of Conference 
Championship Games, the importance 
of non-conference scheduling, and the 
alleged differences in talent between 
conferences. 
Before this weekend, the University of 
Washington was ranked 4th, narrowly 
beating out the University of Michigan. 
Penn State was ranked 7th, and were 
scheduled to play the 6th ranked team, 
Wisconsin, in the Big 10 championship 
game. UW played the 8th ranked team, 
Colorado, in the Pac 12 championship. 
When Washington won on Friday, 41-
10, Huskies fans thought that they were 
home free. They had sent a message to 
the committee by beating a top-10 team 
handily. Then, on Saturday, the Nittany 
Lions came back from 28-7 down to win 
the Big 10 Championship, defeating a 
higher ranked Wisconsin and winning 
the toughest conference in football, a 
conference that had 4 teams in ranked in 
the top 7. 
The argument for Washington was 
that they had won the 4th ranking the 
week before, and had done everything 
possible to keep it. Further, they had only 
one loss, and Penn State had two. Their 
only loss came to a good USC team, 
who will be playing Penn State in the 
Rose Bowl. Finally, the Pac-12 is one of 
the five “Power Five” conferences, and 
leaving the champion out would lead to 
two of the five P5 conferences not being 
represented in the playoff.
Penn State does have an argument to 
make the Playoff. They are the champions 
of the best conference in football, and 
therefore deserve a spot. They had 
beaten one of the top 4 teams, Ohio 
State, earlier in the season. They have 
also been on a winning streak, and that 
may make them one of the best teams 
in the league. However, as Nate Silver 
says, these arguments only make sense 
for Penn State over Ohio State, not Penn 
State over Washington. The only true 
critique of Washington is that they had a 
weak out of conference schedule, playing 
Portland State, Idaho and Rutgers. 
In the end, I personally feel that the 
committee made the right choice. 
Washington is likely the better team, 
and the playoff should be between the 
four best teams. Now, it comes down to 
two rounds of games to determine the 
college football champion as invented by 
that guy in the Dr. Pepper commercials. 
Washington plays the heavyweight 
Alabama in the Peach Bowl. Alabama 
is favored to win by 14 points over a 
the supposed 4th best team in college 
football. In contrast, next weekend the 
Atlanta Falcons are only favored by 4.5 
points over the Los Angeles Rams (I 
know the Falcons are only “good” and the 
Rams are mediocre, but it was honestly 
the most obvious difference in talent 
next week).
On the other side of the bracket, 
Clemson plays Ohio State. Clemson 
jumped Ohio State in the final rankings, 
moving from two to three. Dustin 
Harrison is a North Carolina native and 
UNC fan, doesn’t have much faith in his 
southern neighbors, saying that the line 
of OSU -3 is at least 7 points too low. 
He sees Ohio State winning by double 
digits easily. Senior Jensen Handwork 
(Denver, Colorado), an Ohio State fan, 
isn’t as confident. He believes that OSU 
earned its spot, but that money played a 
role in reserving the Buckeyes a spot. 
Overall, as much as I would like to, I 
can’t pick against Alabama. They’re too 
good. It didn’t matter if Penn State or 
Washington got the final spot, both 
would lose by 35. Ohio State will beat 
Clemson, showing Big 10 superiority 
over a questionable Clemson team. In 
the finals, Alabama will roll to their 
fifth college football championship since 
2009. I just hope that Chris Peterson 
can pull off what he did for Boise State 
against Oklahoma a few years back. 
It would be the perfect way to prove 
Washington belongs, and would inject 
some drama into college football.
College Football playoff field set 
B y  K e v i n  W h i t e
Trail writer Kevin White voices his thoughts on the rankings
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By Anna Graham
New series of photos reveals 
diversity of Puget Sound
Senior Communications major Preeta Nishun wanted to change something about this campus. 
“I just felt like I passed the same people everyday, never knowing what was going on inside 
their head,” Nishun explained. That disconnect led Nishun to start a blog with the stories of 
various people at Puget Sound. “I was surprised by the exciting, hilarious stories they told me. 
It is a really wonderful experience that allows me to get more of an idea of the variety of people 
who go to school here.” We included a few of Nishun’s photography and interviews below.
EMMA CONTIN
“My biggest accomplishment this year has probably been 
reconciling my identity. It is hard to be this girl who is 
simultaneously Protestant and Catholic, but you know, not 
really practicing either. My dad tells me that I will be saved by 
scripture and faith, but my mother tells me I will be saved by 
repenting for my sins. Reconciling these ideologies, especially 
when you have absolutely no stake in them because you do 
not believe them, is difficult. But, whenever I am deciding 
my position on idolatry, I remember this little quote that my 
grandfather told me. He said, with a gleam in his eye, “you are 
your strongest when others see you as your weakest.” I just was 
blown away by that. So, yeah, (laughs) I guess that’s my advice. 
Thanks, Grandpa Mikey. Miss you.”
OLIVIA MISMA
“I guess I would have to say my weirdest ritual is this 
thing we do at home. I’m from the Bay, which means we 
have a lot of fun traditions. One of which is we always 
hold hands before having dinner together, then my dad—I 
know, it’s weird my dad is the one doing it—has a little 
saying from this book he has, then thanks this weird guy 
he made up. It’s really silly. Oh, an example? They usually 
go something like this: ‘Dear God, thank you for giving 
us this day. As we enter the long nights and short days 
of Advent, we remember the words of Isaiah. Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord. Let us enjoy our food this evening. 
Amen.’ I love these fun things we do, and just talking 
about it makes me miss home.” 
EMMA SAME
“What I really love about this 
community is its sheer acceptance. I mean, 
look at me. I do not dress like most people 
and I got a lot of comments about it back 
home. But here, in such an open-minded 
environment, I have the space to grow and 
learn just the same as everyone else. Like- 
my music taste. I like everything from the 
Beatles to Kanye West, and it’s so cool 
that people love and accept that about me 
here.”
Vegans participate in heartless slaughter of tofu
By Pagliaccio
Vegetable rights activists across the country have begun 
petitioning the government to combat a disturbing 
practice—the overconsumption of tofu perpetrated by 
vegans. Activists point not only to the sheer amount 
of tofu consumed by vegans, but to the atrocious living 
conditions and treatment of the tofu within their care. 
According to Kathy McFry, one of the primary advocates 
for tofu liberation, the tofu is often kept in separate plastic 
packages, without sufficient ventilation, and in sub-
freezing temperatures. The tofu is not allowed to mingle 
with other vegetables or proteins, and the packaging 
is often extremely constricting, preventing virtually all 
movement. In stores, tofu is jammed into overcrowded 
shelves, where it will stay until a vegan chooses it for 
consumption, or it expires.
In the event that the tofu is selected for consumption, it 
is often packed into grocery bags, buried amongst various 
produce, and tossed into the freezing, pitch-black trunk 
of a car. Here, the tofu is mercilessly bumped and jostled 
around as the car vaults over potholes and speedbumps 
before arriving at its final destination. Vegans do not 
provide the tofu with a free-range, open environment. 
Instead, the tofu is kept, once again, in a refrigerator 
at chilly temperatures, and in pitch black darkness. It 
is not removed from its confinements until the day of 
consumption.
In McFry’s opinion, this current state of events is 
unacceptable. Said McFry, “Tofu is innocent. What did the 
tofu do to anyone? My heart breaks, thinking of the poor, 
naive tofu, suffering within the fridges of these savage, 
herbivorous creatures. They do not pause to consider what 
such an experience must be like for the tofu.” She paused, 
lowering her voice to an almost whisper. “Sometimes, they 
even eat it raw.”
The atrocious living conditions of the tofu, however, would 
not be nearly as concerning if not for the sheer numbers in 
which it is consumed. Tofu is, currently, one of the primary 
sources of protein for vegans. They eat it weekly, if not 
daily, in their lunches, dinners, and breakfasts. As a result, 
the soy industry has rapidly expanded into a multi-billion 
dollar business over the past few decades, mass-producing 
tofu with a new, unprecedented fervor.
Yet many vegetable activists maintain that the problem 
cannot be solved by simply reducing tofu consumption. 
McFry, in particular, believes that veganism itself must 
be eradicated. “In my opinion, any tofu is too much tofu. 
We cannot simply sit and allow this heartless slaughter 
to continue. It mystifies me, actually, how someone can 
remain passive, let alone actually consume, such a sweet, 
defenseless bean curd.” 
We approached Jim Duffle, the town’s resident vegan, 
for his opinion on the matter. Duffle stated, with a look 
of confusion,“Umm…are you serious? Tofu’s not, like…
sentient.” 
When asked about Duffle’s reply, McFry explained, 
triumphantly, that his confusion only furthered her case. 
“This is how they rationalize their behavior to themselves,” 
she said. “By completely denying that the tofu has any 
concept of its mistreatment, by denying its ability to 
perceive and react to its environment. They completely 
dehumanize it.”
McFry, along with many other vocal advocates for tofu 
liberation, are refusing to step down until significant 
legislative changes have been made. They have organized 
protests, press conferences, and rallies across the country, 
in an effort to bring public awareness to this urgent issue. 
McFry, for her part, hopes to see a day where “vegans can 
just eat fried chicken like everybody else.”
11ARTS & EVENTS trailae@pugetsound.eduDecember 9, 2016
  PAGE DESIGN/G.D. GUSTAVSON
Peking Opera Demystified
At some point during the night, Peking opera master Ghaffar Pourazar 
makes a few measured movements across the stage in University of Puget 
Sound’s Kilworth Chapel November 28th. His hands and arms twirl in a few 
deliberate ways.
“Guess what? I just traveled from Paris to New York,” he said.
Pourazar’s lecture and performance, “Peking Opera Demystified,” was 
mysterious to those who came in not knowing much about Peking opera. 
Someone with no knowledge or expectations surrounding the art form would 
be stunned at how elaborate and challenging it is. 
Peking opera, an art form based in Beijing, China, uses pantomime, dance, 
music, singing and costumes to tell stories that are sometimes over 4,000 years 
old. These stories, almost always tales of either civil drama or war, come in 
300 hundred different styles depending on the province or group of people 
behind the performance. Each movement coincides with a specific sound, and 
essentially the subtleties of the opera and how their stories are told are their 
own complex language that only invested locals can usually comprehend.
It comes to no surprise then, that Pourazar, a British man, had to spend ten 
years studying in rigorous schooling for the art before he became proficient in 
it. In old footage of him in his classes, young boys were put into awe-inspiring 
contortions and were completing extremely intense physical exercises. And 
there was him, “the elephant,” starting school the schooling at 31, and a 
couple of heads taller than the other students. After seeing how rigorous the 
training was, it seemed like no surprise to know that he was one of the very 
few non-Chinese performers of Peking Opera in the world, and the first to 
win awards for it.
 Like the medium, the lecture was long and complex, but had many elements 
to keep the audience interested. Before the lecture started, Heidi Steele, a 
Chinese teacher at Gig Harbor High School who had helped organize the 
event, was teaching the audience Chinese words in the lobby. When the 
audience filed into Kilworth Chapel, they stood before a table piled with 
fruits and red utensils over gold silk. Videos were played of Peking opera, 
displaying elaborate costumes, makeup, and great feats of dance and human 
acrobatics that wowed the audience.
Pourazar entered in a gold cap and elaborate silk robe. Countless hours of 
work were embroidered into the twisting, explosive, feathered dragons on it, 
which flew in a sky above a densely embroidered purple sea at the bottom of 
his robe. He sat casually and elegantly before the table, face half painted as his 
favorite character, the Monkey King, and continued to complete his makeup 
as he explained to us the intricacies of Peking opera. In the great spirit of a 
theatre artist, even his lecture became a performance.
“The Painted Face, the mirror, the soul of the character, always greater 
than life,” Pourazar said as he took a mask off of another mask on his face. 
After learning about the meanings of the poses, volunteers from the audience 
posed like each of the four main character types before flashy posters of the 
characters in costume. He used several of these types of demonstrations to
help us get the feel for Peking Opera, from three-part imitations of opera 
instrumentals to song translations and singalong. The demonstrations helped 
us see how vastly different singing made words sound.
The final section of the night was a short performance that combined a 
story of “The Monkey King,” the eerie sounds of Peking instrumentals and 
singing with all of the imaginative and symbolic pantomime we had learned 
about. It was the last of several demonstrations; there had already been tricks 
with swords and great physical feats for such a seasoned dancer. It was a small 
glimpse of the richness of the art and how much imagination it stimulated, 
but it was just enough to inspire a desire to see more.
“I think the fact that [Pourazar] didn’t start learning until he was 32 was 
really inspiring because it is never too late, along with the cultural aspects 
because the are so ancient and complex…[The event] was definitely valuable 
if you are studying Chinese culture,” Emma Chu, former student of Heidi 
Steele, said. As a freelance makeup artist, she was also inspired by seeing so 
many new looks and is planning on doing her own spin-off of one sometime 
soon. Peking opera, with its complexity and discipline, is vastly different than 
most of what we find in our own culture—not only in style, but in the attitude 
behind it. And in those differences, we can be inspired to see the world or 
create art in a new way.
This past Thursday the UT Sketch team 
had their opening show, “Too Many 
Toes,” in Rausch Auditorium. The show 
started off with the UT improv team 
breaking in some of their new members. 
Each member of the sketch team took 
part in writing, directing, and acting in 
the show, giving the audience a totally 
student-produced experience. Before the 
show the audience was buzzing as people 
prepared to laugh and even push their 
comfor zones with innovative comedy. 
“‘Too Many Toes’ has been such a 
fun show to produce and be a part of. 
Everyone in the world has different 
senses of humor, so we try to have a mix of 
comedy in our sketch selection. Because 
we collaborate on writing sketches, we 
often have a kind of ‘group mind’ and as 
a result our shows tend to have themes 
to them. For example, in this show we 
had a lot of ‘too many,’ (i.e. we had too 
many toes, too many doctors, too many 
dads, too many chairs, etc.) This show 
had everything from classic fart jokes to 
physical, wacky comedy to more Monty 
Python-ish comedy,” Allie Lawrence, a 
junior at the University and co-producer 
for the UT sketch team, said.
As always, the enthusiasm of the players 
was something that brought the show to 
a higher level. The amount of care that 
went into its creation could be seen in 
every player’s performance.
“I thought it was funny, I think the 
performers had a good sense of play. 
Which is important for any production 
because a good sense of play lets you 
connect with the audience on a basic, 
fundamental level,” Robbie Diaz, 
a sophomore theatre major at the 
University said.
This semester’s sketch show was much 
faster than last year’s. The sketches were 
shorter and had a jumpy rhythm. This 
kept the audience on their toes, quickly 
drawn from one sketch to the next. 
“You can often feel if an audience is 
engaged and, as performers, we definitely 
feed off of that energy,” Lawrence said.
One of the sketches that really stood 
out was the sketch “Wait for It,” wherein 
UT member John Miller stood on stage 
as if he were about to perform while other 
players bustled around him pretending to 
set up the stage. The audience was left 
confused thinking that the players were 
having a very difficult time getting the 
stage ready for the next scene. Then just 
as the lights came up John turns and 
audibly farts and then lights go out.
“I didn’t realize the joke at first. Even 
though I had read the title I had forgotten 
by the time the scene came around. And 
then I was like ‘oh, that was the joke.’ It 
was funny because they were so earnest 
about it,” Diaz said.
The UT team brought happiness to an 
audience that desperately needed comedic 
relief after a long week of studying. I was 
left feeling rejuvenated and cheery after 
the show—because, as usual, the UT 
sketch team brought a light to the stage.
“UT Sketch really hopes that all of our 
audiences could laugh along with us and 
relieve some stress during this stressful 
time. Our shows act as a kind of testing 
ground for sketches we have written and 
edited; we learn a lot from every show 
and in the end we hope that the audience 
has as much fun as we do,” Lawrence said.
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Burning Man Makes an Appearance in Tacoma
 Once a year, people from all over the world 
gather in Nevada’s Black Rock Desert for the Burning 
Man Festival. An amalgamation of cultures, religions, 
and backgrounds, this art-based gathering has gained 
world renown as a community of boundary-pushing 
individuals. 
 Two men in Tacoma are a part of this movement, 
and they bring their own creativity and individuality to 
the festival. 
 At the last Art + Sci Salon of the semester, Bryan 
Ressler and Steve LaBerge provided an interactive 
experience with the wearable and portable art that they 
bring to Burning Man.Both artists use animated LED 
lights to bring their works to life. These eye-catching 
lights are coordinated to make bright, flashing, futuristic 
patterns. They can be seen from miles away in the open 
desert.
 Inspired by a primitive cube of LED lights that 
he saw at Burning Man in 2004, Ressler decided that 
he wanted to go back again, but that the next time he 
would be more than just a spectator. He wanted to make 
something that followed on the heels of the Cubatron —
what he had seen in 2004— but that was wearable. 
 In 2010, Ressler went back to Burning Man with 
the first of what would be a long series of wearable art 
pieces. This one had just 50 lights on it. At that point, he 
was the only one there wearing LED lights. 
 “It’s not about fashion. It’s about art and 
animation,” said Ressler.
 While wearing LED lights has become 
normalized at the gathering, Ressler’s pieces still stand 
out in their complexity. 
 Take, for instance, one of Ressler’s more recent 
pieces: a long black trench coat. Made up of 1000 lights, 
long coils of wire to connect them, and powered by a belt 
of 6 batteries, a power box, and a small computer device, 
the coat weighs 30 pounds. Ressler, a Seattle-based 
engineer, used his training in mathematics to figure out 
how to organize and fit all 1000 lights onto the coat. All 
of the lights are connected in a serpentine pattern that 
avoids pockets and openings. 
 Using a soldering iron, Ressler burned holes in 
the coat and pushed each light through, securing them 
with washers. The batteries are encased in plastic to 
make the coat safer to wear. The lining on the inside of 
the coat looks relatively normal. What makes the coat 
— and Ressler’s other clothes — so unique is not that 
they light up, but rather that they are animated. It cost 
around $2000 to make, accounting for quite a bit of 
experimentation in the process.The finished trench coat 
is able to run 365 animations, including 135 different 
country flags. The flags came about as Ressler discovered 
that people loved seeing their country flag made up of 
lights at Burning Man. 
  Ressler created his own software for the 
animations. The animations are designed on the computer 
and put onto an SD card, which is then inserted into 
the garment. The result is a variety of constantly moving, 
ever-changing, colorful patterns. The lights allow the 
user to control what they do, including syncing them to 
other garments and to phones. 
 “It’s keeping it running that’s challenging,” said 
Ressler. “It’s a test of practicality.”
 LaBerge had a similar start with bringing LED 
art to Burning Man as Ressler. 
 In 2009, he went with a group of friends to 
Burning Man as a spectator. He loved it, but wanted to 
experience it in a different way by bringing something 
with him. Fascinated by the mutant vehicles he saw at 
Burning Man, LaBerge decided to follow along that 
vein.
 “A mutant vehicle is a vehicle that when a person 
looks at it, they say to themselves, ‘How is that going to 
work?’” said LaBerge.
 In 2012, LaBerge went back to the festival with 
his first of a series of mutant vehicles and big installations, 
including a reclining sofa with an enhanced view. Above 
the sofa were strings of LED lights that seemed to hover 
in the sky.
 The next year, LaBerge and a campmate built 
a 20-foot long Venetian gondola out of a lawn mower 
and quite a bit of wood and fabric. The team took apart 
the gondola and reassembled it at the festival after a 13 
hour drive. When he was driving the gondola at Burning 
Man, a couple who had just been married an hour before 
asked if they could ride around in it.
 “Part of my process is really looking forward to 
and involving other people,” said LaBerge. 
 To get mutant vehicles approved for Burning 
Man, each vehicle has to be approved by the DMV — the 
Department of Mutant Vehicles — which only accepts 
a certain number each year. The application process 
asks questions such as if the installation is dangerous, 
climbable, able to withstand 80 mile per hour winds, and 
what its location will be. 
 In addition to making mutant vehicles, LaBerge 
also makes stationary interactive LED art pieces. 
 His 2014 Plasma Arch was essentially a game 
where players would sit on a couch and press a big red 
button to control the lights on the arch.
 “To bring that out to Burning Man and see people 
play it all night long was pretty fun,” said LaBerge.
 Next year, LaBerge is looking to make something 
with a jellyfish and is happy to hear suggestions for how 
exactly to bring that idea to life.
 LaBerge and Ressler brought the interactive 
experience to the Puget Sound campus by way of an 
impromptu walk through Wheelock Student Center 
wearing the LED-animated clothes. 
 “This is exactly what it’s like at Burning Man, 
except times a thousand,” said Ressler.
 The walk brought the spirit of Burning Man to 
Puget Sound, as students who saw the flashy parade were 
laughing and taking pictures. 
 “I feel so connected to everyone who’s wearing 
these right now,” said sophomore Sophia Munic, smiling 
as she looked down at the colorfully flashing fur coat she 
was wearing. 
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